
Good News! 
 

First, the bad news. In our normal condition, everyone is sinful and separated from God. We 
are aware of all the good things many people do, and can be thankful for that. However, there is no 
amount of religious effort or good works that is good enough to approach our righteous and 
Almighty God on His terms or offset our sinful condition. Even a jealous thought or good-
intentioned little lie demonstrates our fallibility. 
 

As it is written, “There is none righteous, not even one; there is none who understands, there is none who 
seeks for God; all have turned aside, together they have become useless; there is none who does good, 
there is not even one.” (Romans 3:10-12) 

 
For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. (Romans 3:23) 

 

Thankfully, God provided a remedy for our sinful condition. He sent His Son Jesus Christ to die 
for our sins and then raised Him from the dead. 
 

For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will hardly die for a 
righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone would dare even to die. But God demonstrates 
His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, having now 
been justified by His blood we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him. For if while we were 
enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we 
shall be saved by His life. And not only this, but we also exult in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through whom we have now received the reconciliation. (Romans 5:6-11) 

 

Salvation from the consequences of our sin is a gift of God. We receive this gift by believing that 
Christ died for our sins. It’s like saying “Thank you” to God. 
 

Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received, in which 
also you stand, by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to you, unless you 
believed in vain. For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our 
sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day 
according to the Scriptures.  (I Corinthians 15:1-4) 

 
That if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the 
dead, you shall be saved; for with the heart man believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth 
he confesses, resulting in salvation. (Romans 10:9-10) 

 
For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 6:23) 

 

No one comes to God or gets to heaven by being good or doing good works. Salvation is only by 
faith in what Christ did for us at the cross. 
 

For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a 
result of works, that no one should boast. (Ephesians 2:8-9) 

 
Now to the one who works [for salvation], his wage is not reckoned as a favor but as what is due. But to the 
one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is reckoned as 
righteousness. (Romans 4:4-5) 

 
He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, 
by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out upon us richly 
through Jesus Christ our Savior, that being justified by His grace we might be made heirs according to the 
hope of eternal life. (Titus 3:5-7) 

 

 
 



Upon believing the gospel (good news) of salvation, we instantly become eternally secure in 
Christ. We cannot lose our salvation. 
 

In Him [Christ], you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation—having also 
believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is given as a pledge of our 
inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of His glory.  
(Ephesians 1:13-14) 

 
For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:38-39) 

 

Furthermore, upon believing the gospel of salvation, our sure hope is eternal life in heaven 
with Christ. 
 

For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; who 
will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of 
the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself. (Philippians 3:20-21) 
 
Paul, a bond-servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the faith of those chosen of God and the 
knowledge of the truth which is according to godliness, in the hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot 
lie, promised long ages ago. (Titus 1:1-2) 

 

After we are saved, we should endeavor to learn what God has done and is doing for us, and to 
live our lives worthy of our salvation. We should no longer live according to our old sinful ways; 
instead, we should live our lives in a manner that is honoring to God. 
 

All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in 
righteousness; that the man of God may be adequate [complete], equipped for every good work.  
(II Timothy 3:16-17) 

 
For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you 
may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you may 
walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and 
increasing in the knowledge of God. (Colossians 1:9-10) 

 
I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, entreat you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling [salvation] with 
which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing forbearance to one 
another in love, being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. (Ephesians 4:1-3) 

 
This is a trustworthy statement; and concerning these things I want you to speak confidently, so that 
those who have believed God may be careful to engage in good deeds. These things are good and 
profitable for men. (Titus 3:8) 

 
Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body that you should obey its lusts, and do not go on 
presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness; but present yourselves to 
God as those alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God. (Romans 
6:12-13) 

 
I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, 
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. And do not be conformed to this world, but 
be transformed by the renewing or your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is 
good and acceptable and perfect. (Romans 12:1-2) 

 
(Also, consider taking a few minutes to read the book of Ephesians. The first three chapters tell us what God has 
done for us, and the last three chapters tell us how we should live because of what God has done for us.)  

 


